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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 2 September 2020 

Response of Nina Burleigh and her lawyers to the ruling of Mr Justice Nicklin 

Dr Jef McAllister, Managing Partner of McAllister Olivarius, solicitors for Nina Burleigh, said: 

We are disappointed and surprised by the ruling.  

Ms. Burleigh brought this action to clear her name, and the Judge has determined that she cannot do 

so because the Telegraph piece apologising for her work was not technically defamatory of her. We 

find it hard to understand how the Telegraph could agree to retract a piece written by Ms. Burleigh 

and to pay “substantial damages” to Mrs. Trump as a result without that reflecting badly on Ms. 

Burleigh’s competence as a journalist and author – but that appears to be the court’s reasoning.   

We believe this to be fundamentally wrong and intend to appeal. 

No journalist whose currency is the trust of editors and readers could suffer such a public repudiation 

of her work without cost to her professional reputation.  The facts of what happened to Ms. Burleigh 

after the Telegraph’s retraction was published and republished around the world clearly 

demonstrate that it did in fact hurt her professional reputation. We hope that the Court of Appeal 

will allow Ms. Burleigh’s pursuit of vindication to continue.  

Nina Burleigh said: 

My book from which the Telegraph story was partially drawn is being republished by Gallery at Simon 

& Schuster later this month. I believe that it was carefully sourced and fact-checked, and that it is clear 

that other articles and books about Mrs Trump published before and since the Telegraph retracted 

my story have reinforced that my reporting is sound.   

By now the world knows that it is routine for the Trumps to castigate independent journalism about 

their affairs as “fake news” and try to intimidate those who do it.  In my view, it does not reflect well 

on the Telegraph that it instantly capitulated to pressure from Mrs. Trump without first investing 

proper effort into fact-checking her claims. 
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